
CRI Convening Meeting Notes- September 26, 2023 

Time Begin: 4:00PM 

Time End: 6:30PM 

- Introductions 
EPA: Amy Miller, Grant Scavello, Andy Zellinger 
Triangle: Betsy Daniels, Cole Dill-De Sa 
Navy: Donald Panthen, Scott Malcom, Steve Hurff, Josh Stout, Lydia Robertson 
CRI: Walter Chun, ‘Illima DeCosta, David Kimo Frankel, Healani Sonoda-Pale, Lacey Quintero, Mandy 
Feindt, Marti Townsend, Melodie Aduja, Susan Gorman-Chang, Al Medeiros 
  
- Meeting Overview and Confirm Agenda 
CRI Members: 
Alfred-Native Hawaiian Interests 
‘Illima- Oahu Residents 
David-Community Based Organizations (representing Sierra Club) 
Healani-Native Hawaiian Interests 
Lacey-Impacted Residents 
Mandy-Impacted Residents 
Marti-Oahu Residents 
Melodie-Community Based Organizations (representing Environmental Caucus of Democratic Party) 
Susan- Oahu Residents 
Walter- Oahu Residents 
EPA: 
Amy Miller- Enforcement Division Director 
Grant- Project Coordinator 
Andy Zellinger- ECAD Staff 
Navy: 
Steve Hurff 
Josh Stout-Red Hill PMO 
Donald Panthen-Director of Red Hill PMO 
Scott Malcom 
Lydia Robertson-Hawaii Region Public Affairs 

-Mandy asked why Lydia Robertson from Navy Public Affairs was attending this meeting.  Lydia 
replied she was there to listen and she will be putting a summary of this meeting onto the 
Navy's website. 

 
 
- Government Shutdown Information 
-David would like an org chart showing what Navy personnel do based on who is attending 
-CRI Asked for clear chain of command. 
-EPA and the government cannot discuss a shutdown until the shutdown occurs.  
-EPA shared a video released by Joint Task Force on September 25 discussing the plan to move forward 
with defueling on time  
-Amy suggested that one topic for the 10/4 first CRI meeting could be VADM Wade from Joint Task 
Force presenting on defueling 



  
- Quick Review of CRI Member Assessment Outcomes 
  
 
 
- Review of Proposed Bylaws 
-Bylaws were approved unanimously by CRI members, a slight change was made to item 3(b). 
-Navy and EPA would like to review the approved bylaws in advance of the 10/4 meeting. 
-Marti Townsend was elected Communications, Healani Sonoda-Pale was elected Chair, Lacey Quintero 
was elected Co-Chair, Susan Gorman-Chang was elected Secretary 

  
- Confirm approach for first CRI meeting 
-Melodie asked the location for the first meeting. Navy proposing Military Family Support Facility at 
4827 Bougainville Dr 

-One CRI member expressed concern over this location, as they are sensitive to locations on base 
water lines 
-Navy will work to find an alternate location 

-CRI Prefers a 5PM start time for the meeting, and would like to meet at the State Capitol if possible. 
Melodie will look into the state capitol availability. CRI would like to have at least 2hrs for the meeting 
on October 4th. 
-David asked if Teams capability will be available, Mandy is not on island. 
Possible Topics for meeting 1: 
-Navy consideration of the bylaws. Making sure that bylaws are in line with requirements of the 2023 
Consent Order. 
-Navy would like to include: Introductions, brief overview of the three topics (defueling, closure, 
drinking water) and where they are in process at this time, then would like discussion-based 
conversation on areas of interest from the CRI.  
-Healani mentioned wanting discussion on safeguards for spills 
-CRI members discussed the potential for having the meeting be public. While it is not the intent as 
written in the consent order for this to be a public meeting (similar to those which have included public 
comments, etc.), it is possible that these could be open for public viewership. 
-Mandy asked who Navy anticipates attending for Navy. Steve commented that Mr. O., Steve, and other 
Navy Region Hawaii and others as needed can be arranged to be present. VADM Wade, RDML Barnett, 
and Kilian are anticipated to be in support. 
-Marti would like the opportunity for the meeting to be both attended by the public and for the public 
to attend 
-Healani commented that considerations for childcare, food, etc. should be considered. 
-David would like the CRI to not be exclusive, and for members of the public to get to contribute. David 
also mentioned PFAS and fire suppression as a topic for the 10/4 meeting. 
-Mandy asked about security and police presence, and not intimidating people by having presence for 
interested citizens. This discussion is being tabled until the first meeting on 10/4. 
-Susan would like for Navy presentations to be brief. Suggests limiting the discussion during the first 
meeting to defueling and safety protocols. 
-Healani as chair and Triangle will work on final agenda development. 
-5:00 pm start time a 7:00 pm ending time. 
-Mandy asked that on the Navy's side, the officials present at these meetings be those who can make 
decisions not those who have to check back with superiors. 



-David brought up CRI's request for a site visit of the Red Hill Jet Fuel Storage Facility 
-Lacey requested a timeline from the Navy, in the form of handouts for CRI and public attending these 
meetings, showing each step and the official documents relevant to each step so that the CRI and public 
can clearly see where we are in the defueling process 
 

Navy Proposed Business Rules 

1. The CRI is a forum for respectful and robust exchange of information and dialogue on the three 
matters covered by the 2023 Consent Order: defueling, tank closure, and safe drinking water.  While the 
2023 Consent Order does not establish the CRI as an oversight body with decision-making authority, the 
Order provides that the CRI meetings will be for the purposes of reviewing progress, facilitating 
discussion and giving CRI participants the opportunity to provide comments. 

  

2. The federal government  is not at liberty, in keeping with advice from the Department of Justice, to 
comment on matters in litigation. There may be times during our discussions when we will have to draw 
lines based on that principle.  In the interest of having a meaningful exchange of information, this body 
will separate matters in litigation from those that we may address together, to ensure that we stay 
focused on the important outcome of partnership and shared goals. 

  

3. The meetings will be structured for Navy, JTF, and DLA to provide information on defueling, tank 
closure and safe drinking water, and get the CRI’s collective input.  This will help the Department of 
Defense prepare our plans and will help the regulatory agencies review those plans. 

  

4. In accordance with the 2023 Consent Order CRI meeting summaries will be compiled and posted 
online.  To help with this task, we will have a note-taker and also record the meetings.  To support the 
work of the forum, this body agrees there will not be broadcasting or transmission during or after the 
meetings. 


