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Red Hill Community Representation Initiative (CRI)  
Meeting Summary 

 
Olelo Community Media Studio 

1122 Mapunapuna St. 
Honolulu, HI 96819 

21 March 2024 
1700 – 2030 HST 

 

Participants (Virtual*): 
Amy Miller, EPA Region 9 
Corine Li, EPA Region 9 
Joanna Seto, Hawaii DOH 
Kathleen Ho, Hawaii DOH 
RADM Stephen Barnett, NCTF-RH 
RDML Marc Williams, NCTF-RH 
CAPT James Sullivan, NAVFAC HI 
Justin Kaʻāhanui, NCTF-RH 
Dennis Lopez, Hawaii DOH* 
Alison Fong, EPA* 
David Kless, DLA* 
Scott Romans, DLA* 
Eric Wiedemann, DLA* 
Amanda Muscavage, DLA* 
 

CRI Members (Virtual*): 
Marti Townsend, Chair 
Lacey Quintero, Co-Chair 
Healani Sonoda-Pale 
Melodie Aduja 
Walter Chun 
Susan Gorman-Chang 
Mandy Feindt* 
Ilima DeCosta* 
David Henkin* 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Executive Summary: 

The March CRI meeting convened at 1705 with a full complement of in-person representatives 
from the Navy, EPA and DOH.  DLA participated via Zoom. Amy Miller (EPA) opened with 
comments encouraging the Navy’s continued participation in these meetings, for the CRI and 
Navy to agree on ground rules, and the need for both sides to accept a mediator from the 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service going forward. The proceedings followed the CRI’s 
agenda, and the discourse remained generally civil. The CRI emphasized their belief people are 
still becoming sick from the water, demands for the Navy to provide alternate drinking water to 
families and an increase concern regarding a perceived threat to the public from vapors during 
tank ventilation to support cleaning. They are also concerned about PFAS, but because it is 
outside of the ACO the Navy reps would not address the questions about PFAS, and the EPA 
and DOH did not weigh in.  
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The CRI initiated a public comment/question period where panelists from all agencies answered 
about 20 questions for 90 minutes on a variety of topics ranging from perceived negative health 
effects to what the Navy is doing to address public. 

Meeting concluded at approximately 2030.   

Agenda Items from CRI in Bold: 

 A. WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS (10 min) 
o CRI member Healani Sonoda-Pale led group in oli. 
o Amy Miller, EPA Region 9 Director of Enforcement & Compliance Assurance 

Division gave overview of purpose of CRI and reiterated EPA expectation that 
Navy and CRI to participate in federal mediation & conciliation service. 

o Marti Townsend went over Red Hill CRI contact info and overview of agenda. She 
also encouraged public testimony for House Bill 2690 related to Red Hill 

 B. NEW BUSINESS 
o 1. Water Contamination (30 min) 

 Summary/Common Themes – Water Contamination 
 CRI members unsatisfied with Navy’s hypothesis of lab reaction 

causing readings of low levels of TPH. 
 CRI members believe illnesses being reported are related to 

JBPHH water and that Navy is not doing enough to address health 
concerns. 

 Navy continues to encourage people who report illness believed 
to be related to JBPHH water to report to Red Hill Clinic/EOC so 
we can document and track. 

 CRI members untrusting of SWARM team and preliminary results 
from Swarm investigation. 

 CRI members requested a list of Swarm team members and a 
Swarm team representative at next CRI meeting. 

 DOH stated it’s moving away from a number for TPH – instead 
trying to ID makeup of what’s in TPH mixture being seen – to ID 
exact compound. 

 CRI members believe those on JBPHH water system should be 
provided water until cause of water issues resolved. 

 CRI members call for DOH/EPA to issue water advisory for JBPHH. 
 CRI members want Navy to consider honoring requests and 

covering costs for families to be relocated if they choose. 
 CRI requests Swarm team petroleum engineer be at next CRI 

meeting. 
o 2. Air quality monitoring (10 min) 

 Summary/Common Themes – Air Quality Monitoring 
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 CRI requests map of location of air quality monitors be re-added 
to website. 

 CRI requests app with real-time data capability for air monitoring. 
 CRI wants to know if an air quality emergency occurs – how will 

they be notified and what steps they need to take to protect 
families. 

 Navy agreed to make air quality monitoring plan available to 
public. 

 CRI wants brief at next meeting regarding tank cleaning plan. 
 CRI requests air quality monitoring in homes, schools, etc. 

o 3. “Forever chemicals” (10 min) 
 Summary/Common Themes – “Forever Chemicals” 

 CRI requests more info from Navy regarding PFAS, PFOAs and 
other “forever chemicals” – despite the fact that the subject is 
outside scope of ACO. 

 CRI mentioned regulators at FTAC meeting said they would 
request Navy test for PFAS every other month. 

 C. OLD BUSINESS AND FOLLOW UP (45 MIN) 
o Summary/Common Themes – Helping the Poisoned Families 

 Continued push for hazard pay for families stationed at JBPHH despite 
previous denial by OSD. 

 Request for extended hours for Red Hill Clinic to increase accessibility for 
working families. 

o Summary/Common Themes – End to Water Wasting 
 Ongoing request to reduce output of ~4M gallons/day of water into 

Halawa Stream during water flushing efforts. Also concern of impact of 
this on future generations. 

  Questions surrounding movement of plume towards capture zone due to 
water “pumping and dumping.” 

o CRI inquired again about possible site visit to Red Hill Fuel Tanks 
o CRI’s asks of Navy 

 Look into NAVMED to see if they should be issuing a water advisory 
based on their own policies.  

 Having someone from Swarm team come to next meeting on 18 APRIL. 
 Final premise plumbing report – questioned whether it had been peer-

reviewed. 
 Air monitoring person and briefing at the next meeting. 
 Tour of Red Hill. 
 Software for real-time app for air monitors. 
 Possibility of air quality monitors in homes. 
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 Information being given out to residents in Navy housing. 
 Walter says Navy provided information but requests clearer info 

on health risks. 
 D. PUBLIC COMMENT (60 min) 

o Summary/Common Themes – Public Comment Period 
 Skepticism over DOH’s EAL levels. 
 Suggestion to hold press releases until governing bodies approve test 

results/final reports. 
 CRI members request clarification regarding meaning of “non-detect.” 

Perception is it means zero – when in actuality it is less than the 50ppb 
MDL. 

 Ongoing issues with booking appointments with Red Hill Clinic. 
 Kapilina Beach Homes residents report not receiving information 

regarding water quality issues. 
 Members of public attribute several long-term health-related issues to 

JBPHH water. 
 CRI wants transparency in contact info for NCTF-RH leadership and 

timeline for responses. 
 Public requests more details including what EDWM will be testing for 

come 1 APRIL. 
 Continued request for water distribution points. 
 EPA and DOH still waiting on Navy water testing data to correlate 

hypothesis of reason for low-level TPH results. 
 Member of public requests training materials for water quality info booth 

liaison – claims spread of misinformation. 
 Increased PFAS testing 

 CRI says next meeting is 18 APRIL.   


