2023 ACO FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
JUNE 2024

Q1. Could you describe the level of corrosion that some of the Red Hill tanks were
experiencing prior to defueling, when that corrosion was first noticed and what
strategies were implement to tackle?

A1l. All fuel tanks experience corrosion. Prior to the defueling of the facility, the Navy used
several strategies to counteract corrosion in the tanks including the tank cleaning,
inspection, and repair (TIRM) process, which is a proactive measure to identify, and repair
corroded areas in a tank. In 2005 the Navy began completing an entire scan on each tank
that underwent the TIRM process. This modified procedure, developed by the American
Petroleum Institute, used technology that screened the metal lining in the tanks to identify
potential metal loss at the concrete (backside) side of the steel liner. Because the tank
interior contains the preservative properties of petroleum product being stored, is coated,
and can be inspected, backside corrosion inspection was the primary focus when
conducting the TIRM process.

Q2. How many documented releases have there been at Red Hill since its opening,
including jet fuel and AFFF?

A2. Previous reports have identified approximately 70 fuel releases since the facility
began operations in 1942. As part of the 2021 Contested Case Hearing, the Navy
accepted 58 of those claims. As part of the Navy Closure Task Force - Red Hill mission,
the Navy is conducting an environmental site assessment will assist with confirming the
number of fuel releases that may have occurred at the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility
since operations began. A similar assessment under the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) will be conducted for any aqueous
film forming foam (AFFF) releases. These assessments will inform the long-term
environmental remediation plans for the facility.

Q3. What are all the types of fuels and potential environmental contaminants held
at Red Hill?

A3. There were three types of fuel stored at the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility
including JP-5, F-24, and F-76 (which are types of jet and diesel fuel) when it was in
operation. Additionally, the current aqueous film forming foam (AFFF) fire suppression
system was completed in 2019. As of April 26, 2024, the vast majority of fuel and AFFF
concentrate have been removed from the facility. As part of the decommissioning
process, Navy Closure Task Force-Red Hill will remove the remainder of these residual
contaminants as the tanks are cleaned, the nearly ten miles of pipeline are removed, and
the AFFF equipment is fully decommissioned and removed.

Q4. What actions, if any, are being taken by the department to address the long-
term health issues that many families who drank the water say they have
experienced or are continuing to experience?

A4: At the request of the Navy, the Red Hill Clinic will continue operations. The clinic
provides medical assessments for all TRICARE-eligible beneficiaries and individuals



granted Secretarial Designee status, endorsing symptoms that may be related to the Red
Hill fuel release.

The Secretary of Defense Designation Memorandum was first signed in March 2023 and
was extended for an additional year on March 10, 2024. The new expiration date for
Secretarial Designation authorization is March 10, 2025.

In the updated memorandum, Secretarial Designation was expanded to include more
people.

Those who qualify for care at the Red Hill Clinic meet one of the following:
e Permanent residence in housing served by the JBPHH Water Distribution System
between Nov. 20, 2021, and March 18, 2022
e Full- or part-time work in any facility served by the JBPHH Water Distribution
System any time between Nov. 20, 2021, and March 18, 2022
e Attended school or daycare served by JBPHH Water Distribution System any time
between Nov. 20, 2021, and March 18, 2022
e Current resident of military family housing served by the JBPHH Water Distribution
System
AND
e Experiencing persistent, worsening, or new symptoms you attribute to either the
November 2021 JP-5 fuel release or current concerns over drinking water quality
in military family housing served by the JBPHH Water Distribution System.



