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2023 ACO FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

FEB 2025 

1. Q:  Is the sludge removed via the trains in the tunnel? How is it removed from the 

tanks? 

A. No, the trains are not used in the sludge removal process. The sludge is brought up 

in buckets, and the contents are transferred to 55-gallon drums to be wheeled by 

hand truck out of the tunnels for off-island disposal.  For a detailed explanation of 

the process, please see the video on sludge removal here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8Yqy0-nJDo   

 

2.  Q: EPA said they can’t communicate with the CRI due to a freeze.  Will the Navy 

attend upcoming CRI meetings?  

A. The Navy and DLA are working with the EPA regarding when the parties will next 

meet with the CRI. In the meantime, the Navy remains committed to communicating 

with the community in forums that adhere to reasonable rules of conduct as we 

safely and deliberately close the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility underground 

storage tanks and associated piping system, conduct long-term environmental 

remediation, and ensure continued access to safe drinking water in compliance with 

all Federal, State, and local laws and regulations.  

The public is invited to an upcoming NCTF-RH webinar on Tank Cleaning on Feb. 24 

(see below); and our quarterly open house on March 12 from 5-7 p.m. at the Ke`ehi 

Lagoon Memorial Los Banos Hall to get the latest updates on task force operations.    
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