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IN THE BEGINNING OF BARKING SANDS AVIATION
THERE WAS JUST A FIELD....

BARKING SANDS ARMY AIR BASE
WORLD WAR ITHISTORY

John D. Bennett
Preface

The Army airfield which became Barking Sands Air Base (AB) in World War II was
originally known as “Mana Airfield.” built on land acquired from the Knudsen family by
Kekaha Sugar Company located nearby at Kekaha, The grassy airstrip first came into
being around 1921. The airfield is situated on a narrow, flat, sandy coastal plain (Mana
Plamn) in the north-south direction bordering the Pacific Ocean on the west n the Waimea
District of Kauai at general coordinates: N22.030513° - W159.786587° obtamed via
“Google Earth” ©2000 Google™. Large sand dunes (Nohili Dunes) are found on the east
and north." The beach area is known as “Barking Sands” so-called by a sound made when
walking upon the sands.

In 1938, all Work Project Administration (WPA) expansion of Territorial airports m
the Hawaiian Islands was placed under the direction of the Honolulu Distriet Engineer,
Corps of Engineers. Construction of the airfield soon began using WPA funds under the
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direction of the district engineer.” The awfield was utilized by Inter-Island Awrways the

forerunner of Hawaiian Airlines, and on occasion by Pan American Airways.

The U.S. Army acquired 549 acres, including the grass airstrip in 1941 which became
“Mana Airport Military Reservation™ by Governor’s Executive Order 945 dated June 10,
1941 issucd by Joseph Poindexter. Additional land was acquired for a total of 2,058
acres. The airport experienced a great deal of military flight operations upon the onset of
World War II.

Source: John D. Bennett, w/permission

Aerial Photo of Barking Sands Looking North, Sept., 1941
Source: National Archives and Records Administration,
College Park, MD



AND SAND DUNES AND BEACH

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD




THEN THERE WAS THE
SOUTHERN CROSS
&
CHARLES KINGSFORD SMITH

~ Southern Cross @ Wheeler Army Air Corps Field,
§rd Oahu, 1928

SOURCE: CAPT Rick Ragers, Archivist, Hawaiian A




e Ly
N Ty ¥ e

-

(o o B NG N

Hawaiian Alrlfnes; o “3‘,. o

I Sy
g, o

Pt SR

The Southern Cross flew out of Barking Sands, where it was last fueled for the trip:



-

. . 4 '
b AT

O Sosllveni L rosa

TheSoutmern Cross, piloted by Charles Kmgf ard S,

SOURCE: TEC Inc. /AECOM TS Inc./E
—— Joint Venture

“Three miles West of Mana, lay the Barking Sands, an area that played an important role in the life of the
people of Mana. Even as a very young boy, in May 1928, | had come to Barking Sands with my parents, my
uncle Antone Martin, and hundreds of others, to see the famous Charles Kingsford Smith begin his flight to
Australia. The 1927 Fokker tri-motor airplane was named The Southern Cross. Many other planes were
there that day, most of them were military aircraft which had flown from Honolulu to witness this historic
event. These were the first airplanes; | had ever seen. Twenty years later, in 1947, | would begin my career
with Hawaiian Airlines at this very same place, Barking Sands.

We watched, entranced, as his fuel-heavy airplane lifted a few feet off the ground, struggled to clear the low
sand dunes along the shoreline, and disappeared behind them on its thirty-four hour and twenty-four minute
flight to Suva, Fiji. That flight of 3,180 miles was the longest over water flight in the history of aviation.”

[SOURCE: From “MANA - the place and its people, by John Martin]



AND THEN WORLD WAR Il CAME TO BARKING SANDS:

Source: Rick Dale\y, PMRF

___F,/ﬁ_ﬂ-\) s % 7 "“source: PMRF Public Works

Defensive Perimeter

Main Base Facilities

The following slides depict aircraft associated with the
war effort during 1943-44. [If anyone can supply earlier
photographs, please contact the PMRF Public Affairs
Office.] A full narrative history extracted from the PMRF
“Cultural Landscape Report” that discusses the run-up to
1944 will be posted elsewhere on this web site. The
original revetments were constructed to support B-17
training on Barking Sands prior to the arrival of the B-24s.




1943-1944 — COMPOSITE SQUADRON 66

(VC-66)
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TBM Pilot Stephens, Turret Gunner Banks,
and Radioman Tom Stoops (Official Navy Photo)

COMPOSITE SQUADRON SIXTY-SIX (VC-66)
SQUADRON PATCH

ENS. Charlie Edwards, Wildcat Fighter Pilot
Source: Charlie Edwards; used w/permission

The squadron was designated “composite” because it was composed
of two different type aircraft: single seat F4F “Wildcat” fighters and three man
TBF “Avenger” torpedo bombers. In fact, VC-66 was to become the first
squadron composed exclusively of the newer model “Avengers” and “Wildcats”
built by the Eastern Aircraft Division of General Motors and known as TBMs
and FMs rather than the earlier TBFs and F4Fs which were built by Grumman
Aircratft.

Of the original 65 men assigned to the squadron, 15 — including the
CO and XO — were fighter pilots, 12 were torpedo bomber pilots, 1 was an
Engineering and Materiel Officer, 1 was an Air Combat Intelligence Officer, and
the rest were enlisted Petty Officers — including 4 Chief Petty Officers.

With the exception of the CO, XO, and the few veteran Chief Petty
Officers and Lieutenants, virtually all squadron personnel were new to the
Navy, new to combat — and very young. Some were teenagers, most were in
their early twenties. The oldest man in the squadron was thirty. He was called
“Pop.” Some were married, most were not. They came from all over the
country. In civilian life, they had been students, factory workers, forest rangers,
semi-pro baseball players, biologists, engineers, artists, fishermen, college
football players, musicians, cowboys, farmers, and reporters. Now, they were
pilots, gunners, radiomen, or mechanics.. [Source: Stephen A. Banks’ “LOOKING
BACKWARD: Don Banks — One TBF Turret Gunner’s Story”; used w/permission]

Source: Stephen A. Banks, CDR, JAGC, USN (Ret.) and US Navy Official Photographs,
used with permission.



TBM Pilot LTJG Franklin T. "SteVeSS 1111 5 & Gunner AM1c Donald A. Banks (Official Navy Photo

[Source: Stephen A. Banks, CDR, JAGC, USN (Ret.) and US Navy Official Photograph, used with
permission.]
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THE SEQUEL: It was later learned that there was a secret meeting held
between Admiral Nimitz and President Roosevelt aboard ship - part of the
“enemy surface force”.

The entire VC-66 Unofficial Log will be posted elsewhere on this web site ,
along w/Chapter 11 from Stephen A. Banks’ LOOKING BACKWARD: Don
Banks — One TBF Turret Gunner’s Story”, describing life on Barking Sands
w/VC-66.

23~ (Bunday)

LTJG DelLoach Cope in Wildcat preparing to launch
[Source: DeLoach Cope; used with permission.]

From the Unofficial Log of VC-66,
dated 23 July 1944, while on NAS
Kahului, Maui:

The squadron was awakened at 4 A.M. this morhing by
whistles and slrens of an alert, sounded throughout the entire
Hawaiian chain, The officers were gathered from every part of the -
igland, including Walluku, and the slope of Mt Haleakala, When
everyone had raced madly over the blacked—out roads and assembled
at the ready room, word came through that a possible enemy surface
force had been contacted 200 miles north of Oahu. The pilote who
belleved the report were elated over the poselbility of a crack

at the Jap fleet. The other pillots remalned gullenly skeptical;
All planes were loaded in the dark and turned up by fthe pilots,
who walted in the cockpits for word to take off. That word never

came. Pilots and combat erews later returned to the ready room,
where they were relieved in ghifts for breakfast. Secure was

sounded at 1000, six hours after the alert had been called. Later
reports peemed to indicate that the presence of Pregldent Rooge-
veiz in Pearl Harbor had prompted an exceptionally vigilant
pelicy.



VC-66 TBMs (aka “Avengers”) on a runway...almost certainly Barking Sands

Source: Stephen A. Banks, CDR, JAGC, USN (Ret.) US Navy Official Photograph, from D. A. Banks collection, used with permission.



1944 -BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON TRAINING MISSION

View from the tower, looking northward: “Flight Operations”

494th Bombardment Group B-24J “Liberators”,
except as noted:

Douglas C-47s
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Note: Available information indicates that JM-1

was part of training evolutions for the 494th, the

newest B-24) Bombardment Group in the Army

AF. It provided towed targets for gunner

practice. Early Oct. 1944 photos that follow

predate deployment of the Squadrons to WWII SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD
Theater in the Pacific- “Angaur” in the Caroline

Islands.



494th Bombardment Group B-24J “Liberators” aligned behind,
USMC JM-1 Martin “Marauder” in the foreground
5 October 1944
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SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD



SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD



867t Bombardment Squadron
(494thBombardment Group)
ca. 1944




867" Bombardment Squadron (494t Bombardment Group) B-24J “Shack Bunny”, Oct, 1944

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD
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B-24J) Missouri Mule, 494t Bombardment Group, Barking Sands, 1944



B-24J) Missouri Mule, 494t Bombardment Group, on Takeoff @ Barking Sands, 1944



856th Bombardment Squadron (494t Bombardment Group) 6 Oct 1944






“Crew of Consolidated B-24
Liberator Sluggin’Sal of the
865t Bombardment Squadron
(494th Bombardment Group) at
Barking Sands, October 1944.
Courtesy of National Archives
and records Administration.”

Crew of Consolidated B-24 Liberator
Sluggin’ 5ol of the 865" Bomb Squadron

(434" Bomb Group) at Barking Sands,
October 1944, Courtesy of National
Archives and Records Administration.




865t Bombardment Squadron (494t Bombardment Group), 6 Oct 1944
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SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD
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Crew of the 865{Bombardment Squadron (494t Bombardmient Gro’]p)
pose for a photograph in front of their B-24J, ?
] ’ Barking Sands AAB, 6 October 1944 g p
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3 Ofﬂc;!rs énd men of the 5,64th 86‘5!h and 8'67th Bombardment Squadrons (494th
‘Bombardr%nt’ Group irlefed in the post theate'r before a'mission,

Wi KingiSands AAB; October 1944
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SOURCE: nal Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD
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¢ "l \ds AAB, Colonel Benjamin M- Sheldon briefs men
of the 864! Bremb ro na Squadron ( it Gro,'upyan the transfer of
~ the group to a,h% ] Atggaur I!q A Islands, October 1944

SOURCE: National’Archives and Re@®rds Administration, College Park, MD
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ing for the overseas tlight
D%-{aur Island, October 1944

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD










Consolidated B-24 Liberator, Ruptured Duck;, of the 864" Bombardment
Squadron '

(494th Bombardment Group) takes off from Barking Sands AAB* =

bound for Angaur Island, October 1944
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SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD




B-24) , 864t Bombardment Squadron (494t Bombardment Group) 2 Nov 1944




6 Nov 1944

4 days later: Tug-of-War, anyone?

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD



Hawaiian Airlines was
moved from Burns Field
(Hanapepe) to Barking
Sands at the outbreak of
WWII
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Hawaiian Airlines on Barking Sands WWII




Hawaiian Airlines on
Barking Sands
WWII

Barking Sands hosted
Hawaiian Airlines until the
Lihue Airport was Constructed
In 1950.

SOURCE: CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines




IN THE EARLY 1950s, “BARKING SANDS AIR FORCE BASE” BECAME “BONHAM AIR FORCE
BASE” IN HONOR OF MAJOR CARLOS W. BONHAM, COMMANDER, 199™ FIGHTER
SQUADRON, AFTER THE MIDAIR COLLISION OF HIS AIR GUARD ‘JUG’ (P-47
“Thunderbolt” REDISGNATED “F-27” IN AIR GUARD SERVICE) AND ANOTHER F-47 ON A
TRAINING ‘DOGFIGHT’ OVER THE CHANNEL BETWEEN BARKING SANDS AND NIIHAU
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ONNY. Barking Sands AF8
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NAKRATIVE OF MEMORIAL SERVICES
FOR
MAJOR CAILOS %. BONEAM
COMSANDER, 199TE FIGHTER SQUADHON (SE)

HFLD AT BONEAR AIR FORCE BASE
{tben Barking Sands Alr Foree Bue)

TUESDAY 24 JUNE 1952

Maj Bonham was killed June
15, 1952, in a midair collision while leading a fight of JUGs in
acrobatics in-trail. The other piiot parachuted 10 safety in the
sea between Barking Sands and the island of Nithau

SOURCE: CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines



Chaplain Gould, wccompunied by ToG Ault with the urn, merched
h flight of four F=47s wsz slowly orbiting cver :lckas AFB
thru the saluting ranks of the ionor Cusrd to the lone F-47. They

st 1230 rours Tuesdey 24 June 1952, & B-26 was parked or the ram were followed by Mafor fobert i, Sutler and CFC Joseph L. Barzett,

in front of Squadron hesdgusrters; & double row of Adr Metional whe acted as honorary pell tearers. All those sssembied wers &t

Cuardsmen formed an Homor Guard, present srms, Captain Meguire received the urn, and closed the
Ceptain Jerrett B, Carr carried the urn, foliowed by an sirmen PN Ny
The Celeors and honor Gusrc returned to thelr Flsce iz the

with the interment Flag, thru the saluting Homor Cuerd runks to the
forzation. The lone F-47 crenxed up, taxied to the runway, and

B=2€, Csptair Joe T, Groom received the urn, both of whese officer

took-ofT,
fly for Eawailsr Alrlines as their civillar occupation; they piloted The Cquudron marched uercss the rummey to the sand cunes facing
the B=26 on its flight to Kauai, the ieland of Nithsu, The Sguadron guests were escorted over, and
The flight of Fei7s escorted the B-26 to ombam APE, fThe Be26  "°7* “sterbled in four ranks bekind the colcrs.

- Chaplain Gould said a short service.....there wes & w0 minute

landed, anéd taxied to the vicinity of the control tower. The entire
perioc of silence, broken only by the sound of the waves anc the
Squadron, some 450 officers and sirmen, were assesbled there at S e

attention. There were about thirty Squadron guests who represented The sound of an F-47 formetion was beerd; six F-i7s flew lu the

Hawslian Airlines, Haweii Netionsl Guerd, United States Air Force, fors of a ercss just off-shore along the coest line at a thousend
20 well as close persovel friends, Bows aleilon.

The lone I-47 followed about hslf e mirute later., Woen
wumumua-tdmw.ummmm
in tre weters just off Ecnhas Air iorce Baze, 412 perecunel were

Ao Homor Guard, composed of the Air Police Elesent, marched 8t present arms. #Len this lome r-i7 perred, tec bugiers played
formard and formed s double rank, feclng Lin, between the 526 and th echc taps.

A C-47 followed, dropping o full load of flowers, which drifted

A lone F-47 (with Captain Hobert B, saguire in the cockpit) wes
parked in front of the Squadron formation and near the B-26,

lone F-47, Tre Colors moved forward midway between the two sircraft,

....Cown over the ses. SR e—
Chaplain (Major) Howerd Gould (Protestant) of tickas AFE seid a
As the merching Squadron returned scross the runway, the entire
skort prayer over the urn, T5C Mcrsen C, Ault, Jr. sccepted the urn
Squadron of F-i7e passed in reviem over the field et five hundred

from the Be26 pllotl and covered it '1&. the Intersent n“' feet elevation in finul tridbute to their squadron Compander.

SOURCE: CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines



Bepactment of The Air Force

General Orders 8 fay 1953

Section 3

3. Air Jorce Installation. - - The Air Force installation knofm as
Burking Suwds Air Force Base, Torvitory of Faonii, is redesigaied -
Bonfpm Air Foree Base, (in honar of Major Carlos B Boulpon) effective
1 Fune 1953.

By Odc Of e Secrtay of The Aie Jorce:

SOURCE: CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Republic_P-47N-5_three_ship_formation_061020-F-1234P-037.jpg

The P-47s, (designated F-47s), were in Hawaii Air Guard service until 1953...and
then the first “jet fighter” (F-86L Saber) came to the 199t Fighter Squadron:
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SOURCE: John D. Bennett



Eventually to be replaced by the F-102 — as the Cold War was in full swing
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SOURCE: CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines



The HIANG used Bonham AFB as an outlying landing field for training and practice

SOURCE: CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines



F-15 Eagles fire AIM-7 Sparrow missiles at a tactical air-
launched decoy off the coast of Hawaii on July 16 during the
Rim of the Pacific Exercise 2006. The F-15s are from the
Hawaii Air National Guard's 199th Fighter Squadron. (U.S.

Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Shane A. Cuomo)

arking Sands, F-102s circa 1960s

The Hawaii Air National Guard was created on
Nov 4, 1946, with the 199t Fighter Squadron
first flying war surplus P-47 Thunderbolts that
were designated “F-47”. The HIANG’S OFFICIAL
BIRTHDATE IS Sept 18, 1947, when the USAF
was formally established as a separate branch
of service.

SOURCE: CAPT Rick Rogers, Archivist, Hawaiian Airlines




“The first major Cold War mission arrived at Bonham AFB in 1956. The Navy became a
tenant at the airfield, making a five-year arrangement with the Air Force for the use of
37 acres to support a training mission for the Regulus guided (cruise) missile (Source:
Pacific Missile Range Facility (PMRF) Cultural Landscape Report — Final, August 2011)

US Navy RD4-8 circa late 1950s :
(or US Navy C-117D* in 1960s) -
Area around the original “Air Operations” has been cleared
Photo taken from WW!II era Tower; circa. unknown



http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_douglas_R4D.html
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_douglas_R4D.html
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_douglas_R4D.html
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_douglas_C-117.html
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_douglas_C-117.html
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_douglas_C-117.html

The USN Navy “Regulus” Ramjet Cruise Missile

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD



NUMBER DATE

V- HOLYE | 10-20-65

TAKEN BY:

James., H.E. PH2

LOCATION:

OAHU, HRWAII

SUBJECT:

REGULUS MISSLE EEING PREPARED
FOR LAUNCHING AT THE AUXILIARY
AIRFISELD BCNHAN, rAUAI, HAWAII

PERSONNEL L TO R ;EN1 H.J. STEVER
MI2 A.L. KOHN, M3 AJW. ANDERSCH

T

and MISN J.R. SANBCRN.
SCURCEs REFILED CRIGINAL 35mm
BE&W NEGATIVE VC=1=31036-10-65
FROM FAPL FILE (20 MAR 69)

\

RELEASED FOR PUBLICATION:

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD



ve-t y 014 81 10-29-65

TAKEN BY:

Lyons, W.P. PH1/AC

LOCATION:

OAHU, HAWAII.

SUBJECT:

REGULUS MISSILE LAUNCH, BOOST
PHASE 2.2 SEC, THEN BOOSTER AND
SLIPPER FALL AWAY. BBNHA!

AUXILIARY AIRFIELD, KAUAL, HAWAK!

SCURCE: RErILED CRIGINAL 35mm
B&W VC-1=31031-10-65 FROM FAPL
FILE (10 MAR 69)

RELEASED FOR PUBLICATION:

DATE:

ISSUED YO:

SOURCE: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD



Eventually, we earned our own identity:

PACIFIC MISSILE RANGE FACILITY




